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Hello my fellow Legionnaires.  I want to wish you and 
your love ones well. 

 

It’s now June and time for elections are approaching.  
First I want to thank the Department Officers, Post Com-
manders, and all Legionaries who plan on running again.  
One of the areas that I was somewhat disappointed in was 
Membership.  First, let me thank Fred Lane for taking up 
the challenge, but with the passing of a love one, made it 
difficult to carry on, I want to say, thank you for what 
you’ve done.  After Fred, the challenge was passed on to 
John Fleming, who was already the Department Adjutant, and Newsletter Editor.  My 
hat is off to you.  With experience gone, we had to wing it.  Next year we need to 
work hard over all for a better showing.  It’s getting harder to keep up membership.  
 

I also want to thank Judge Advocate, Mike Young for his time, working several prob-
lems, which may have be more than what they would have been.  There were times 
were I had to call him 3-4 in the morning, but he was always there.  I want to also 
thank Bill Marshall for his handling of the National Commander’s visit.  The National 
Commander, National President and their party were very impressed with the De-
partment of France.  We had the opportunity on the 26 May to visit GR01 were they 
had a dinner for the Troops.  Thanks to GR05, Chaplin Ron Moore and DVC John 
Odem for planning a dinner on behalf of the National Commander.  Again, thank you 
all for making this a wonderful trip. 

 

I attended the American Memorial Day Service at Lorraine American Cemetery, St. 
Avold, France.  It was great to be there.  Later in the newsletter are pictures which 
they say are worth a thousand words.  Well, nothing I say can tell you how I felt at 
that time.  I want to say to everyone I hope to see you in Bray, Ireland.  

 

Take care and God Bless.  

 

Robert Gray 

Commander 
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POST MEETINGS 
Below is a partial listing of 
Post and their General Mem-
bership Meetings. If you 
would like to attend a Post 
meeting, please contact the 
respective Commander and/
or the Adjutant. 

GR01: 1st & 3rd Wednesday 
monthly, Post Home; 1830  

GR03: 1st Thursday monthly 
Post Home 

GR06: 2nd Wednesday 
monthly Post Home 

GR07: 1st Tuesday monthly 
Post Home 

GR13: 3rd Saturday monthly 
Post Home 

GR14: 2nd Wednesday of 
the month Post Home 

GR42: 3rd Sunday of the 
month Post Home 

GR79: 2nd Saturday of the 
month Post Home 

GR1982: 3rd Wednesday of 
the month Post Home 

PO01: 3rd Saturday of the 
month, grounds of Lisbon 
Embassy; 1100  

IR03: 1st Saturday in April, 
first Sat. in Oct for elections 

DEPARTMENT   
SERVICE OFFICER 

 
Here is some good informa-
tion:  50states.com - States and 
Capitals.  Look up  your VA 
State Homes. 
 
George T. Hall 
Office:   06221 57 8236 or 
DSN 370-8236 
Phone Mobil 0171 937 9871 
hallgt@yahoo.com 
Your DSO is here to Help 
VA CLAMS, SSA, DFAS 

Auxiliary Annual 
Convention 

 
The American Legion Depart-
ment of France Auxiliary will 
hold their 4th DEC, Conven-
tion, and 1st DEC on June 5, 
at  GR42’s Post Home at 4-8 
Euerbacherstr., Schwein-
furt.  Registration will begin at 
9 a.m.  Meetings will begin at 
10:00 a.m.  
 
Diane Schmidt-Hanchak 
Department Treasurer 

VCAL REPORT 
 
How quickly the year has gone.  Just a few weeks from the 
2010 Department Convention in Royal Hotel, Bray, County 
Wicklow.  There are many important messages in the Con-
vention Report in this month’s Newsletter.  Please read them 
and make replies where necessary.   
 
A few visits this month.  I am presently in Germany going 
through the "small” print in the finalizing of the preparations 
for Department Convention 16 - 20 June.  Robert Gray our 
Commander and John Fleming our Department Adjutant 
has been very helpful and co-operative with our Post with the 
preparations, and of course one would not expect anything 
else from these two great Legionaries. 
 
Following on from my two days in Kaiserslautern, I travelled 
by train to Paris where I represented our Department at the 
Arc de Triumphe Memorial Day Ceremonies along with Paris 
Post 1 under their Post Commander Clarita Geoghegan.  This 
was the third Memorial Day event to be present last Sunday 
with Paris Post.  We first visited Muselium and then on to the 
Cemetery at Suresnes where there was a huge gathering.  It 
was off home to Ireland by plane and back to Post and Depart-
ment activities.  We celebrated the birthdays of two of our 
very well known Members, Brendan Dodd and Michael 
Coyne, who will be greeting you on your arrival in Bray for 
Convention. 
 
We are having a Big Raffle during Convention.  You can still 
buy Tickets, which have great prizes, 25 in all.  Please let me 
know if you want to buy some.  We will pick a prize for you. 
 
As we ascend on Ireland for Convention, let us think about the 
year gone by and make preparations for the year ahead, bear-
ing in mind those whom we want to have as our Officers.  To 
those who seek Office, please realize what you are about to 
embark on.  Don’t be shoved or pushed into a job that you 
don’t want or have no time to carry out your duties in the way 
they should be.  Please remember to submit your yearly re-
ports in writing so they can be placed upon a table for viewing 
and reading, allowing better discussion. On my own behalf, 
please accept my thanks and gratitude to those who helped me 
but more so the Department of France over the Past Year 
 
Insure you bring your Delegate Letters signed by your Adju-
tant or Commander and bring your Post Colors.  Finally, 
don’t forget to contact our Post if you have any problems 
Americanlegionirelandpost63.com is the place to go. 
 
Have a nice trip to Ireland. 
 
Liam Kane 
Department VCAL 

Vice Commander 
Keehnen 

 
I would like to thank CP01 for 
their effort in making the Con-
vention by sending three dele-
gates; I look forward to meeting 
you.  Being active duty I have 
been very busy in the last two 
months.  I would like to thank 
GR01 for their patience and 
understanding during my ab-
sence.  I would still like to have 
valid contact information for 
BE02, FR05 and IT01.  I hope 
you all had a relaxing, Memorial 
Day weekend. 



It’s hard to believe but it’s that time of the year again. No it’s not 
Christmas time, but it is National Convention time. 
 
The 2010 National Convention will be held in Milwaukee, WI 
27 Aug - 2 Sept 2010. 
 
We had a great turn out and a great group of people at last years 
convention in Louisville, KY and I hope we have the same this 
year. 
 
I am now taking room reservation for Milwaukee National Con-
vention, and when you send me your reservation I need the fol-
lowing information 
 
1.   Date of arrival 

2.   Date of departure 
3.   Name of main person in the room 
3.   Name of the person that is sharing the room with you (if you 
are going to have a roommate or wife in the room with you) 
4    And last any special room requirements 
 
You can e-mail this information to dhaggan@sbcglobal.net 
 
Cutoff date is 1 July 2010. 
 
Looking forward to seeing old friends again plus getting some very 
important Legion Business done. 
 
Doug Haggan 

National Convention 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

27 August - 2 September 2010 

Department Convention 
 
Dia Guth, Hello to everyone coming to our Department 
Convention.  Just a few last minute notes for everyone. 
 
Luggage:  Those of you travelling with Aer Lingus are luck-
ier here as you can carry on a fair sized bag along with your 
other baggage, once it will squeeze into the overhead sec-
tion.  Ryanair are very strict.  Even a pound over and you 
have to pay, and its ONE carryon bag, which they do 
check.  Check your booking for weights and size. 
 
The bus time tables have been issued in our recent News-
letters.  Most buses leave on the hour. When you exit the 
Customs Hall you will see the EXIT signs.  Go thru the 
door, turn left and take the GREYSTONES AIRCOACH 
BUS and ask the Driver to let you off at the stop nearest to 
the Royal Hotel in Bray. You will see the Hotel when you 
get off the bus, about 150 yards away. 
 
Would you please let me have the names of everyone in 
your room, as we want to give same to the Hotel and we 
also want the info for our own records?  Please confirm 
your dates of arrival and departure.  We also need to know 
if you intend to go on the Tour and the BBQ on Friday 18 
June, as we have to inform both the bus company and the 
Hotel for obvious reasons.  Your help here is vital.  If we 
don’t receive replies, we will assume that you are not par-
ticipating in the activities. 

 
If you have any Special needs please let us know now. 
 
Did those of you who eligible to obtain the free EURO 
100 voucher for travel on the trains while in Ireland apply 
for this FREE BE? 
 
You need a Plug that says British use only on it to connect 
your Phone charger or Laptop while in Ireland.  They are 
available at all airports. 
 
We in Ireland Post 63 are still working hard to have every-
thing in order to make your stay a memorable one at work 
and play, so just another reminder that that you need to 
bring your Post colors.  We will supply the Poles.  Posts 
failing to fly their Colors are subject to a fine of $100.00. 
 
We are looking forward to hearing from you with details as 
requested above and your needs if any. 
 
Beigh CEAD MILE FAILTE.  AWAITING YOU in IRE-
LAND. 
 
John F. Kennedy Post Ireland 63 
Our two Irish Posts IR02 Father Francis Duffy Killarney and 
IR03 Commodore John Barry Claremorris are helping us 
and you too. 
 
Liam Kane, Convention Chairman 



Chaplain’s Page 
Special Days/Legion Events:. 4th Battle of Midway begins (1942); 6th- D Day; 14th- Flag Day; 16th- 4th DEC & Convention in Bray, 
Ireland; 20th- Father’s Day; 21st- June Solstice; 22nd- GI Bill signed (1944); 25th- Start of Korean War (1950). 
Christian Religious Days: 3rd- Corpus Christi (Cath); 11th - Sacred Heart of Jesus (Cath); 19th- New Church Day (Swedenborgian); 
29th- Feast day of the Saints Peter and Paul. 
Jewish Holidays (Year 5770): None that I know of. 
Islamic Holidays: None that I know of. 
Please visit the church, temple, synagogue or mosque of your choice.  
 
Post Everlasting reported from April 27th to May 31st: 
 
James Howard, GR09 
Maria V. Pritchard, wife of PO01 Commander Pritchard 
Harry Jeffries, GR07, Past Post Commander GR07 and husband of Comrade Rose Jeffries GR07 
Robert “Bob” Louden, GR05, Past Department Adjutant and husband of Gabi, son of Comrade Gary, GR05  

George Hall, GR03 
Phil Gatchell, GR03 
Brenda Dearborn, Dept of Maine present Americanism Chair and 
past Chaplain 
Rose Jeffries, GR07 

Prayers for the Sick: 

Cyndia, wife of Comrade Dan Halsey, GR03 
Marie-Anne Godefroid, wife of Comrade Carl Hale, FR01 
Dallas Smith, GR05 
A. “Ray” Cline, GR14 
Victor “Vic” Reinhard, GR05 Post Chaplain 

Please note-  

Our Sick and Prayer List had become quite long and was possibly no longer up to date. If you have members who should be reported 
on the Sick and Prayer List, please report them to the department chaplain/department adjutant no later than the last day of each 
month for inclusion in the newsletter. If someone is ill or wishes to be placed on the Sick/Prayer List for the following month, please 
send your name and Post affiliation to the above persons. Only those members so reported will be included in the current newsletter. 

Greetings Comrades, 
Greetings Brothers and Sisters of the American 
Legion Family, 
 
Many of us are still in a good mood following a 
great Memorial Day celebration.  We spent 
time with family, friends, comrades and we also 
honored our comrades who have reported to 
PEL or gave the ultimate sacrifice during their 
service to our great country. Memorial Day, 
originally called Decoration Day, was a day to 
remember our fallen soldiers after the end of 
the Civil War. Its first observation is noted on 
May 30, 1868 when flowers were placed on 
Union and Confederate soldier’s graves at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. 
 
The Memorial Day ceremony on May 30th at 
Lorraine American Military Cemetery in St. 
Avold was an uplifting experience for me again. 
To see the many people attending the ceremony 
and the care and respect given to our fallen 
heroes buried there, never fails to take my 
breath away. It has always been a great honor 
for me to be allowed to give the American Le-
gion Prayer during this ceremony. This year, 

five soldiers who fought there during WWII 
attended the ceremony to honor their fallen 
comrades and it was a great honor not only to 
shake their hands, but to also try to console 
them for their lost comrades.  
 
Also during the month of May, our National 
Commander and the Auxiliary National Presi-
dent paid a visit to the Department of France. 
With their visits to various military bases and 
Landstuhl Hospital, it is a wonder that they are 
able to keep up that fast pace they keep in the 
name of The American Legion Family. I’m 
happy that they were able to visit some of our 
posts and it is a shame that they couldn’t visit 
all of them. I am also sure they are not able to 
visit all 14,000 American Legion Posts world-
wide although they would love to. Our 
thoughts and prayers go with them in their 
travels “For God and Country”. Thank you for 
your special year of service in addition to the 
many years you have given and will continue 
to give.  
 
Those words hold true for our American Le-
gion Family in the Department of France. We 

have a lot of unsung heroes who do much for 
the Legion family and our servicemen and 
women as well as our veterans. Through all of 
you, the spirit and love of our country and 
those who serve or served shines through like 
an eternal light. Thank you for keeping the 
spirit of the American Legion alive and well.  
 
As we approach the Department Convention 
in Bray, Ireland, let us reflect on another good 
year of service that you and the department 
have performed. Thank you for your service 
and thank you for your continued service to 
our country and its servicemen and women.  
 
God bless our servicemen and women, as well 
as their families, no matter where they serve. 
 
See you in Ireland! Travel safe and travel with 
God. Sláínte! 
 
Rev. Ronald Moore,  
Dept of France Chaplain 
Home: 0049-(0)6196-569027 
Mobile: 0049-(0)172-7417812 
Email: revronmoore@yahoo.de 



Sons of The American 
Legion 

 
 
Fellow SAL Members, 
 
 The end has come and it is time to move on. 
I am very thankful to all of you who supported this 
Department and this Detachment and helped to 
bring us to the successful conclusion of another 
great year. Commander Robert Gray, President 
‘Elsbet Jenkins and I 
are thankful that we 
work with such hon-
ored and dedicated 
professionals as the 
members of the De-
partment and Detach-
ment of France! 
 
 Don’t forget 
to be at the Depart-
ment American Legion 
Convention in Ireland, 
the American Legion Auxiliary Convention in 
Schweinfurt, and the Sons of The American Legion 
in Mannheim. The SAL Detachment Convention is 
set for one day convention on Saturday 5 June 2010. 
The Call has been sent out by Detachment. 
 
The address for the SAL Convention is as following: 
 
BLdg 1563, Spinelli Barracks 
Am Aubuckel Str. 
Geb 1563 
68259 Main Feudenheim 
Telephone: DSN 384-6083 
Civ: 0621-730-6083 
 
Yours in service to God and Country, 
 
Frank J. Hanchak 
Commander 
Detachment of France 
Sons of the American Legion 

 
frank.hanchak@gmail.com 
 

Summer Camps in Transatlantic Council 
 
Legionnaire and Fellow Scouter 
Comrade Frank Hanchak receiving 
the American Legion Boy Scout 
Square Knot Award for his service to 
the Legion, the BSA and the commu-
nity of Schweinfurt.  Comrade 
Hanchak is one of three Legionnaires 
to be nominated this award for 2009
-2010.  
 
Cub Day Camp occurs June thru 

August in every military community 
through the Department of France 
(only on one week, as schedule by 
the Garrison, Wing, and Commu-
nity). 
 
Boy Scout Summer camping season 
begins in a matter of days.  Legion-
naires can get involved by serving as 

Merit Badge counselors.  Four Summer Camps will be held in Ansbach, 
Garmish, London, and Switzerland. 
 
Scouts throughout the Transatlantic Council and Department of France 
area participate in service projects that benefit our community.  Many 
projects are similar to programs which the American Legion and Depart-
ment of France equally consider valuable and worthy.  Below, Eagle 
Scout Kyle J, and fellow Scouts deliver products and goods to the Land-
stuhl Fisher House.  

 



       Planning is now underway for the 2011 Normandy 
Camporee.  Where over 5000 Scouts and families in the 
European theater will learn about history and celebrate 
their heritage on Normandy Beach and at the Normandy 
American Battle Monument Commission.    A great op-
portunity for Legionnaires to meet with military families 
with similar patriotic ideals. 

 

     

 

 
“For God and Country” 
Scouting Forever and Venture On! 
 
 
Dave Sears 
Scouting Chairman 
The American Legion 
Department of France 

WIESBADEN, Germany - Boy Scouts journeyed back in time 
during a ceremony at Wiesbaden's Dorint Pallas Hotel.  

 
As former members 
of Troop 11 and 
current members of 
Troop 65 opened a 
time capsule placed 
in 1961 at what was 
then the U.S. mili-
tary's General von 
Steuben Hotel, 
German and Ameri-
can leaders joined 
the Scouts in cele-
brating the 100th 

anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America.  
 
"What an excellent idea that the Boy Scouts came up with the 
idea to encapsulate that time period," said Wiesbaden Lord 
Mayor Dr. Helmut Müller, alluding to world events such as 
the Berlin Airlift a decade earlier and the erection of the Ber-
lin Wall and the 50th anniversary of Scouting that year.  
 

With former Wiesbaden 
Lord Mayor Rudi 
Schmitt among a host of 
former German and 
American Scouts look-
ing on, the sealed metal 
container was opened 
and items were taken 
out one by one to be 
examined by those who 
had a hand in placing 
them 50 years earlier 
and the younger Scouts 
intrigued by their his-
tory. Among the Scout 
artifacts were newspa-
pers, photographs, film, 
Scout manuals and let-
ters from U.S. govern-

ment leaders.  
 
"This event and the participation of all who are here reflect 
the great history of cooperation and partnership between the 
German and American communities in Wiesbaden," said Col. 
Jeffrey Dill, U.S. Army Garrison Wiesbaden commander.  
 
Calling the world "a very different place" than today, Dill 
described how half a century ago when items where carefully 
placed in the Boy Scout time capsule the world's focus was on 
the heightened tensions between East and West represented 
by the construction of the Berlin Wall.  



 
"In 1963 President (John F.) Kennedy 
actually stayed at this hotel on the way 
to Berlin for his famous 'jelly doughnut' 
speech," said Dill, adding that the Ken-
nedy Presidential Suite is named in his 
honor at the Dorint Pallas Hotel.  
 
"In the time that followed, Germany, 
Wiesbaden and the U.S. presence here 
underwent many changes, and the 
Troop 11 time capsule was all but lost 
to time. If not for the hotel engineer 
staff, who knew someone might come 
looking for this box someday, we might 
not be celebrating its opening today," 
Dill said.  
 
USAG Wiesbaden's commander praised 
the foresight of the German and Ameri-
can Scouts and scout leaders, the Lions 
Club and city of Wiesbaden, saying, 

"They gave us a gift capturing Scouting in a world 50 years ago that we can hardly imagine, and one that even now continues to 
strengthen the bonds of friendship between our German and American communities."  
 

Eric Mowris, one of the members of Troop 11 on 
hand to witness the time capsule opening shared his 
memories of an inspirational Scoutmaster (Andy Ryan) 
and how the time capsule served as a tribute to him 
and the quality of the Boy Scouts.  
 
"The real time capsule was us," said Mowris. "Each of 
us has grown and given back to our communities. ... 
What kinds of time capsules are we planting?"  
 
Recognizing how Scouting was an important element 
in the years after World War II in Germany, bringing 
youths together, Vince Cazzone, Transatlantic Council 
scout executive, said, "Scouting takes neighbors and 
makes them friends."  
 
"In 1960 retired Col. Bob Hemm Sr., who is here 
today, Andy Ryan and other members of Troop 11 and 
the Bund Deutscher Pfadfinder in Wiesbaden had a 

vision that was realized with the help of the Wiesbaden Lions Club," said Col. Kenneth Tarcza, commander of the Defense Contract-
ing Management Agency, Southern Europe, and committee chairman of Troop 65. "Their idea was to commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the Boy Scouts of America by creating a time capsule to be opened during the Boy Scouts 100th anniversary year that would 
serve as a reminder of the friendship of the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States of America through the expression of 
international Scouting."  
 
Tarcza explained that a monument designed and executed by the citizens of Wiesbaden and placed over the time capsule in 1961 was 
relocated to the other side of the hotel grounds when the hotel was turned over by the U.S. military to the German authorities and 
eventually renovated.  
 
The items in the capsule will be permanently stored at the Boy Scouts of America National Headquarters in Irving, Texas.  



From the Grand Chef 
 
     

 The reasons for joining the 40 & 8 are many. Some join because of pressure, some out of curiosity, others 
simply want another card in their wallet. I joined for another reason. I want to serve The American Legion on a 

higher plain. I want to be part of an elite group of veterans who can and do make a difference in our communities here in Germany 
and all over the world! 
 
      Below is a short explanation of La Societe des Quarante Hommes at Huit Chevaux (The Society of the Forty Men and Eight 
Horses). 
     La Societe des Quarante Hommes at Huit Chevaux is an independent, by invitation, honor organization of male and 
female U. S. veterans, more commonly known as the Forty & Eight. 
 The Forty & Eight is committed to charitable and patriotic aims.  Our purpose is to uphold and defend the United States 
Constitution, to promote the well being of veterans and their widows and orphans, and to actively participate in selected charitable 
endeavors, which include programs that promote child welfare and nurse's training.  
 The titles and symbols of the Forty & Eight reflect its First World War origins.  Americans were transported to the battle 
front on French trains within boxcars stenciled with a “40/8”, denoting its capacity to hold either forty men or eight horses.  This 
uncomfortable mode of transportation was familiar to all who fought in the trenches; a common small misery among American sol-
diers who thereafter found “40/8” a lighthearted symbol of the deeper service, sacrifice and unspoken horrors of war that bind all 
who have borne the battle.  
 The Forty & Eight was founded in 1920 by American veterans returning from France.  Originally an arm of The American 
Legion, the Forty & Eight became an independent and separately incorporated veteran's organization in 1960.  Membership is by 
invitation of honorably discharged veterans and honorably serving members of the United States Armed Forces.  
 The programs of the 40 & 8 include: Child Welfare, Nurses Training, Carville Star and the George B Boland Trust Fund to 
name just a few. There are many more. 
 Of particular concern to me is the Child Welfare program. Following is an excerpt about this worthy program: 
 The Voyageurs Militaire (Military Travelers) founded a Child Welfare Program in 1923 to ease the pain and suffering of 
those children whose fathers never returned or who were unable to care for their needs after the "Big War."  Today, this program 
has grown to include all children with emergent needs, and our efforts amount to over eight millions of dollars annually. 
 I encourage all members of the 40 & 8 to seek those veterans among us who are members in Good standing in your posts 
and who are exemplary in their performance and service to Veterans and our causes. Identify and mentor them and ask them to be-
come a member of the “Honor Organization” of The American Legion. Although the organization is by invitation, if you are inter-
ested, ask a member about what it takes to join these ranks! 
As always, I remain; 
In Service to God and Country, 
 
Frank J. Hanchak 
Grand Chef de Gare 
Grand du Germany 
La Societe des Quarante Hommes at Huit Chevaux 

Several departments, and many posts have asked for some American Legion Legacy Run promotional material.  Here is an advertise-
ment we developed for use in print media and websites, if you so desire.  It also makes a great one-page flyer.  For more information 
about the Legacy Run you may contact me at any time at 317-630-1265, or visit the website www.legion.org/riders.  
  
You may share it freely.  
  
Bill 

William H. Sloan  
Assistant Director  
Internal Affairs and Membership  
The American Legion  

“Riding for America’s Future” 



Greetings from GR05! 
 
We just wanted to let everybody know that American Legion Rhein-Main Post GR05 is doing well in spite of not having a Post Home 
since we lost our rental agreement in September 2007. We still meet monthly and will have to see about obtaining a new Post Home 
when we have enough members in the area to regularly support one.  
 
In our elections in January, Ron Moore was re-elected as Post Commander which means that Past Commander Jerald Bass remains as 
immediate Past Commander for purposes of the Post Constitution/Bylaws. 
 
Post GR05 has been fairly busy this past year. It received a letter from National Commander Hill for our Legacy Scholarship donation. 
The Post Commander has also been Department Chaplain since March 11, 2006 and has attended National Conventions since 2006. 
He also participated in the last 3 Legacy Scholarship Runs and is registered to participate in the one for 2010. Post GR05 supports the 
Wiesbaden High School and passed out eight American Legion ROTC medals in Bronze (4 for Military Excellence and 4 for Scholastic 
Achievement) again this year, as well as “Need a Lift” brochures and American Flag information. GR09 and GR05 plan to pool re-
sources to send one male student to Boy’s State next year. Post GR05 functions as the Department of France Final Collection Point 
for the Department of France Pony Express Messenger Service. Twenty-five American Legion “Thank You” Coins have been passed 
out to military personnel in uniform at the Frankfurt Airport and Wiesbaden Airbase. GR05 was able to host the National Com-
mander/National President’s dinner at their hotel before they flew to Kosovo. Department Vice Commander Odom also picked up 
the Post’s Child Welfare Fund check for this year. 
 
Post GR05 laid flowers at St Avold on Veterans Day last year and Memorial Day this year. Flowers and flags are laid on graves of Post 
GR05 members buried here each year on Memorial and Veteran’s Day. Post Executive Committeeman Tom Callaghan has been a key 
player in supporting the Post along with Post Chaplain Vic Reinhard and IPC Jerry Bass. GR05 Post Commander thanks them and all 
of the members of the Post Executive Committee for their service. Our Sergeant-at-Arms is currently serving in Iraq. 
 
We ask God to bless our servicemen and women no matter where 
they serve. 
 
See you in Ireland!  
 
American Legion 
Rhein-Main Post 5 e.V. 
Postfach 2638 
64537 Mörfelden-Walldorf 
Germany 
Post Commander 
Home: 0049-(0)6196-569027 
Mobile: 0049-(0)172-7417812 
Email: gypsy_moore@yahoo.de 

 



Post GR14 Memorial Day Ceremony  



American Legion 
Post GR79 

Neckarsulm, Germany 
  

You are cordially invited to join us at our annual Independence Day Party on the 4 July 2010 at 14:00 hours. We are in the process of 
reserving Comrade Rice's garden in Klingenberg.  so come out celebrate the birthday of our great Nation, and have an enjoyable after-
noon with us too.  
  
DATE: 4 July 2010 
TIME: 14:00 hours 
LOCATION: Max Rice’s Garden, Klingenberg 
 

FOOD PRICE LIST DRINKS 
HAMBURGER –CHEESEBURGER € 2.00  BEER € 1.50 
HOTDOG € 1.00 COKE OR FANTA or sprite € 1.00 
SPARE RIBS € 2:50 JACKIE-COKE 1.50 
 WATER 0.50 
Children (14 and under eat for free) 
 
Please contact us with an Email if you plan to attend this event, and how many will be attending and what you would like to eat. In 
order to organize properly, we need confirmation by the 1st of June 2010.  
 
postgr79@live.com  
 
STILL SERVING AMERICA 
Darrel Shannon 
Commander 
 
Larry D Nichols 
1st Vice  Commander 

The William D. Nelson Post GR 09 held its annual elec-
tions and yearly membership banquet on 15 May.  Dur-
ing the afternoon meeting the members elected their 
slate of officers who were sworn in during the evening 
banquet.  Department Chaplain Ron Moore honored the 
post with his presence and conducted the elections and 
the oath of office to the new officers. 

 

As in previous years, the banquet was well attended with 
over 50 members, spouses and guests.   
 
 
Officers for 2010/2011, Left to right. 
Sergeant-at Arms: Rance Cottingham 
Post Chaplain  Thomas Snook 
Service Officer Bob Lindsey 
2nd Vice Commander George Franklin 
1st Vice Commander Keith Abernathy 
Post Commander Jerry Aman 

GR09 Annual Elections 



2010 Legacy 
Scholarship Run 

 
It’s For Our Children – It’s for Our Servicewomen and men! 
Let’s do what we can to help! Yeah, let’s catch the Spirit! 
 
Greetings American Legion Family, 
 
We talk about helping veterans and their families and we do a good 
job of it. We also know that our servicemen and women lay their 
lives on the line to help and protect our Nation from present and 
future dangers. The War against Terrorism is by no means won and 
it will take time to adequately train forces to take the place of our 
troops on the ground.  
 
That is a political issue for some, but it is also a very personal issue 
for those who serve. The American Legion fights hard for the rights 
of our active duty servicemen and women, as well as for the rights 
of our veterans. Our Past National Commandeer Thomas “Tom” 
Bock listened to a group of bikers who gave him another way to 
help our servicemen and women. We all know that parents are 
always worried about the future of their children. We know it from 
our parents, and we know how we feel about our own children. 
The goal was to set up a Scholarship Fund for the children of fallen 
heroes in the War against Terrorism since September 11, 2001.  
 
Then National Commander Bock called the 1st Legacy Run to the 
National Convention in Salt Lake City into being. With little prepa-
ration and few public relations, The American Legion with help 
from the American Legion Riders, was able to raise $180,000 in a 
short period of time and present it to the National Commander at 
the National Convention.  The Legacy Scholarship Run was a huge 
success and it created a wave of interest throughout The American 
Legion Family nationally. Each National Commander after Tom 
Bock raised the ante a little and set new goals and challenges. Na-
tional Commanders Paul Morin and Marty Conatser each went 
higher and National Commander Clarence Hill has set the challenge 
at $450,000 for 2010.  
 
I have participated in the past 3 Runs now and last year’s collection 
came to a little over $600,000. Sounds like a lot of money, but it 
really isn’t. There are quite a few children out there who may have 
to use that in order to achieve a decent undergraduate education.  
 
So you think to yourself, I don’t ride a motorcycle and I’m not a 
member of the Legion Riders, so there isn’t much I can do and, I 
can’t be in the States anyway. But that is just the point folks, you 
don’t have to be a rider or be in the states to help. Turn your Posts 
into Donation collection points so we have central places to collect 
funds. Help coordinate moving donations from Department of 
France countries to the central collection point in Germany. Be-
come part of the spirit of the Old West when the Pony Express 
moved letters across the United States, stopping at Way Stations to 
change horses and pick up mail along the way. That’s the way it was 
done in the Wild West and it is the same way we can do in Old 
Europe, bringing a breath of fresh air into our Posts, excite the 

interest of the membership and, maybe even generate interest in pro-
spective members. Whether you ride a motorcycle, sit or ride in the 
coach (car) or coordinate from the Post as Station Master or Clerk, 
you will be part of the great organized effort of the Department of 
France. Join the AL PE Messengers of Posts GR01, GR05, GR09, 
GR14, GR42, GR1982 and IR63 and be pat of the Department of 
France effort.  
 
What can you do to help? Catch the spirit of the ride. Become part of 
the necessary group of people getting donations from one place to 
another so they can be taken to the National Convention for delivery 
to the National Commander.  
 
You can also register for the ride at http://legion.org/riders/legacy . 
By registering as a supporter, you receive the same packet and patch 
that I receive. Wear it with pride to let others know that you support 
a worthy cause. 
 
The check you may write from your Post is a big donation already. 
But put a can out for the Legacy Scholarship Fund at all of your meet-
ings and functions. Use other ideas to raise donations for these chil-
dren. And remember, every little bit counts. And remember also, we 
only have two months to get those donations to the final collection 
point. 
 
Just make sure all final donations are in check form in US dollars, 
made out to American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund and drawn on 
a U.S bank.  
 
I will be participating in my fourth Legacy Run in August 2010. I will 
be carrying the donations that I receive from the collection points 
within the Department of France directly to the National Convention 
and handing over your donations to the National Commander person-
ally, for you and in your name. Write your Post name on the enve-
lope. And you will be riding across the United States with me in spirit 
at least and I will think about the important task you have given me to 
do. 
 
I ask the Posts to send an email to me at gypsy_moore@yahoo.de  
stating that you are ready to be a collection point or way station. I 
would prefer that you write to me before one of the department offi-
cers calls you to ask if you can be included in the Pony Express effort.  
 
God bless our servicemen and women, as well as their families, no 
matter where they serve. Please bless and keep safe those who leave 
Europe to go down range. 
 
And God bless you for your service to the Department of France. 
 
Service to God and Country! 
 
Ron “Gypsy” Moore,  
Dept of France AL PE Coordinator 
Home/Fax: +49-(0)6196-569026 
Mobile: +49-(0)172-7417812 
Email: gypsy_moore@yahoo.de 
 






